BIBLE 1:  SURVEY OF BIBLE


SEVEN KEYS TO UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE
As we study the Bible, we must be aware that these sacred writings were the results of the inspiration, which came to the authors of the Eastern civilization.
We do not interpret the Bible literally, but metaphysically; however, it is helpful to have an understanding of the environment out of which these writings came.  We must look at the Bible from an Eastern perspective.

The Bible itself is an Eastern book written to, about, and for Semitic peoples.  The scriptures were not written to us in the Western world, but the eternal Truths they taught are applicable for all humanity.

Dr. Rocco Errico, a student and protégé of Dr. George Lamsa. has keys to bridge almost four thousand years of antiquity to help us get a feel for the atmosphere in which the books of the Scriptures first took form.

There are seven keys.  They are:
I. FIRST KEY:  TH4E ARAMAIC LANGUAGE
Aramaic was the language of the Hebrew patriarchs.  It was also the language spoken by Jesus.  Aramaic, Hebrew, and Greek are the three major languages most commonly used in biblical research and translations.
As translations were made, words were inappropriately used because there may have been more than one meaning for a word.

Ex.:  Aramaic “tanana” means zealous, jealous, and ardent desire.

Exodus 20:5 “…because I am the Lord your God, a ZEALOUS GOD…”

Can you imagine God being “jealous”? Of What?

II. SECOND KEY: IDIOMS
An idiom is a peculiar expression of speech, which says one thing but means something else.  All languages have them (also known as colloquialisms).
Ex.:  “I’m going to hit the sack” (or the hay)


“…in a pickle”, “…paid and arm and a leg”, “…get it straight from the horse’s mouth”.

Biblically, there are many idioms that should not be taken literally.
Throughout scripture, we find many examples of the use of idioms which were used customarily.

Ex.:  Genesis 49:11-12  “He washed his garments in wine and His clothes in blood of grapes His eyes shall be red with wine, and His teeth white with milk.”

Meaning:  Judah would have many prolific vineyards – he would prosper abundantly.  He would have many flocks of goats and sheep thus having more than ample milk – great prosperity and success through vineyards and livestock.
Luke 19:18 – “I behold Satan as lightning falling from heaven.”

Meaning:  “I saw truth conquering evil”, “to fall from heaven” in Semitic terms, signifies “losing one’s power and influence.”

III. THIRD KEY: MYSTICISM
There are two forms of mysticism:

MUNDANE MYSTICISM – knowledge gained through personal, subjective experience of insight and intuition.  (I Samuel 9:1–20)

SPIRITUAL MYSTICISM – a way of “knowing” that transcends ordinary circumstances and the physical appearances of persons, places and things. (Genesis 1)

Dreams and visions play a major role in the Bible.  Spiritual.ideas were received  by prophets during their sleep.  Jesus Himself relied on the dreams and visions of the prophets to guide Him through His role as the Messiah (Christ).  Jesus quoted Isaiah often, patterning His life according to the dreams and predictions of the prophet.

Key phrases help us to differentiate between mystical incidents and historical events.  Writers may state the occurrence is a dream or visions or use expressions such as:

--The angel of the Lord appeared…

--The Spirit of the Lord was upon me…

--The Lord God appeared to Moses…

IV. FOURTH KEY: NEAR EASTERN CULTURE
Near Eastern customs and manners can create mistaken impressions.  An understanding of the near-East customs is necessary to understand biblical interpretations.

BREAD – Considered sacred because it is God’s provision for one of man’s basic needs

DAILY BREAD – A reminder of God’s presence, which is ever with us and provides for all of our needs

THE APPLE – A symbol of beauty, affection, and friendship; a symbol of love. (Sol 2:5)  Adam and Eve did not eat an apple.  There is no mention of fruit at all in the scripture.

There are other specific customs of which we need to be aware of in order to understand the situations regarding such things as travel, wedding customs, entering homes, covering the head, etc.
V. FIFTH KEY: BIBLICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Customs and manner are based on the traditional thinking and consciousness of any particular nation.

TIME – Eastern people value friendships and relationships more than the observance of time.  The Eastern author of the New Testament writing was more interested in what Jesus did than where and when it was said.

WOMEN – The Eastern culture is male oriented and they feel it unnecessary and uncomplimentary to give women social and domestic prominence.
1. Jesus taught directly from Genesis 1:25.  Therefore, both male and female are in essence, spiritual beings.

2. Jesus did not exclude women nor uphold old customs and beliefs which discriminated against women.  Paul did.

3. Women were not permitted to engage in teaching or spiritual acts outside the home but were to depend upon the husband for advice, support and security and were to be obedient to him.

4. Eastern women were allowed to remarry if divorced and not just separated.  Jesus did not approve of the tax laws that favored men.

JESUS’ TEACHING

Jesus taught many things based on Eastern psychology.
Matt 5:38-39 KJV – “weaken and lessen the evil force that you may encounter by not resisting the evil.”
Matt 5:40 – “it is better to surrender your shirt and robe than to lose everything.”

Matt 5:38-39 – An Easterner believes his enemy is also an enemy of  God and called town curses on the enemy.  Jesus knew and taught that only the powerful energy of love can disarm and dispel a so-called enemy.
VI. SIXTH KEY: BIBLICAL SYMBOLISM - 
The Semitic languages are very visual, flowery, picturesque and, therefore, highly symbolic.

PARABLES – A parable is verbal imagery which portrays and illustrates an event or a teaching.
Its main purpose is to convey an impression, not to construct definitions or to establish dogma.  Common folk of Jesus’ day were taught about a loving God and therefore did not understand the spiritual aspects of the Kingdom of God.
Jesus spoke in parables to clarify the different aspects of the kingdom of heaven and to change the prevailing theological concepts about God.

Ex.  Seven parables were taught to illustrate the Idea that the Kingdom of Heaven would come gradually as the living work became rooted in the hearts and minds of the people.

Matt. 13:39

Matt.13:31-32

Matt.13:33

Matt.13:45-46

Matt.15:1-32

The story of Adam and Eve (Gen. 1&2)) is a parable.  Containing metaphors and figurative speech Westerners have taken literally.
Hosea was not commended to marry harlots or adulterous women; but rather, his writings are metaphoric and describe the abandonment of the Law of Moses by Israel and Judah.
FIGURES OF SPEECH -
Metaphors are used extensively in Easterner everyday speech.  This is especially true in the biblical communication.  i.e. great nobleman are pictured as trees.  Nations are symbolized as animals.  Imperial nations are depicted as lions, bears and leopards..

Weaker nations are pictured as lambs, sheep and goats.
Metaphysically, different states of consciousness are depicted as trees of life or the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
The Book of Revelation is totally symbolic.  The Holy City, that New Jerusalem, is a symbol representing a clear, caring state of mind which mankind is capable of expressing and will demonstrate universally in the future.
POETICAL PHILOSOPHY -
The book of Job was written to answer a philosophical question, “Why do good people suffer?’  It is written in a poetical philosophical style and is filled with idioms and metaphors.  It is a drama and not to be taken literally. 
Weaker nations are pictured as lambs, sheep and goats.

Metaphysically, different states of consciousness are depicted as trees of life or the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

The Book of Revelation is totally symbolic.  The Holy City, that New Jerusalem, is a symbol representing a clear, caring state of mind which mankind is capable of expressing and will demonstrate universally in the future.

VII. SEVENTH KEY: AMPLIFICATION - 
In the Eastern culture, it is totally acceptable to amplify (exaggerate) an event and to picturesquely color a situation.  Biblical writers amplify in order to glorify an event.  You cannot take what is said at face value.
Contradictions in SCRIPTURAL TEXTS are due to amplification especially in regard to numbers and different locations.  i.e. Jesus feeding the multitude.  They were not concerned with how many were fed but that the need was met.
Poetical amplification is very beautiful in the Scripture.  i.e. When in deep mourning it was said, “The sun refused to shine, and the stars no longer gave their light.”
When there was great joy it was said, “The mountain danced and the hills leaped and skipped and the trees clapped their hands.
When they expressed solemnity at Moses receiving the Ten Commandments, “The mountain shook, the earth trembled, darkness, lightning, thunder, and noises were heard from Mount Sinai.”

Not all Scripture is amplified nor is everything metaphorical but one can have a clearer understanding of what is involved in the writing of the Bible.

“…Who also hath made us able ministers of the New Testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit; for the latter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” 

2 Cor. 3:6
Excerpted From:  LET THERE BE LIGHT
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